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A.	
  Interdisciplinary	
  Approach	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  an	
  International	
  Baccalaureate	
  School,	
  all	
  Florida	
  State	
  Science	
  and	
  Social	
  Studies	
  
standards	
  are	
  taught	
  through	
  six	
  in-­‐depth	
  Units	
  of	
  Inquiry	
  that	
  guide	
  student	
  
learning.	
  Many	
  of	
  the	
  units	
  are	
  focused	
  around	
  environmental	
  issues.	
  After	
  delving	
  
into	
  the	
  unit,	
  students	
  then	
  move	
  to	
  the	
  action	
  cycle	
  and	
  develop	
  ideas	
  and	
  activities	
  
to	
  improve	
  or	
  preserve	
  the	
  environment.	
  Some	
  of	
  the	
  unit	
  topics	
  are	
  Plants	
  as	
  a	
  
Natural	
  Resource,	
  Living	
  Things,	
  Plant	
  and	
  Animal	
  Adaptations,	
  and	
  Man's	
  Impact	
  
on	
  the	
  Environment.	
  These	
  topics	
  covered	
  in	
  Kindergarten	
  through	
  fourth	
  grade	
  
lead	
  to	
  a	
  culminating	
  small	
  group	
  project	
  in	
  fifth	
  grade.	
  The	
  students	
  choose	
  a	
  topic	
  
and	
  do	
  a	
  full	
  Power	
  Point	
  research	
  project	
  which	
  is	
  presented	
  to	
  an	
  audience.	
  All	
  of	
  
the	
  units	
  integrate	
  different	
  subject	
  areas.	
  In	
  first	
  grade,	
  the	
  student	
  do	
  a	
  unit	
  on	
  the	
  
natural	
  world.	
  The	
  central	
  idea	
  of	
  the	
  unit	
  is	
  that	
  all	
  living	
  things	
  grow,	
  change	
  and	
  
depend	
  on	
  the	
  earth.	
  Each	
  grade	
  level	
  has	
  a	
  box	
  garden	
  in	
  our	
  outside	
  courtyard.	
  We	
  
have	
  used	
  the	
  garden	
  to	
  teach	
  the	
  science	
  standards	
  about	
  observing	
  living	
  things,	
  
identifying	
  living	
  things	
  verses	
  nonliving	
  things,	
  and	
  identifying	
  parts	
  of	
  a	
  plant.	
  The	
  
students	
  record	
  plant	
  growth	
  in	
  a	
  journal	
  which	
  encompasses	
  measurement	
  math	
  
standards.	
  Simultaneously	
  the	
  students	
  were	
  learning	
  about	
  how	
  things	
  change	
  over	
  
time	
  in	
  Social	
  Studies.	
  They	
  took	
  photographs	
  of	
  the	
  plants	
  and	
  how	
  they	
  changed	
  
and	
  grew	
  as	
  time	
  progressed.	
  They	
  also	
  made	
  a	
  time	
  line	
  of	
  the	
  plant	
  growth	
  based	
  
on	
  their	
  observations.	
  Informational	
  text	
  was	
  integrated	
  as	
  students	
  did	
  shared	
  
reading	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  individual	
  leveled	
  reading	
  about	
  plants.	
  Writing	
  was	
  integrated	
  in	
  
their	
  thinking	
  journals	
  as	
  the	
  students	
  wrote	
  explanatory	
  texts	
  in	
  which	
  they	
  
supplied	
  facts	
  about	
  plants.	
  Wilton	
  Manors	
  has	
  completed	
  the	
  School	
  Yard	
  Habitat	
  
NWF	
  Eco-­‐Schools	
  Pathways	
  and	
  has	
  registered	
  for	
  the	
  Eco-­‐schools	
  Sustainable	
  Food	
  
Pathways.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
B.	
  Environmental	
  Topics	
  /	
  Issues	
  	
  
	
  
During	
  their	
  5th	
  grade	
  year,	
  students	
  chose	
  projects	
  that	
  addressed	
  current	
  
environmental	
  topics	
  and	
  issues	
  for	
  their	
  exhibition	
  presentations.	
  In	
  this	
  
assignment	
  students	
  were	
  compelled	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  action	
  cycle.	
  They	
  engaged	
  
in	
  critical	
  thinking	
  to	
  determine	
  the	
  necessary	
  steps	
  required	
  for	
  forward	
  action	
  on	
  
environmental	
  issues.	
  Students	
  researched	
  a	
  topic,	
  and	
  created	
  varying	
  materials	
  to	
  
educate	
  others	
  regarding	
  their	
  selected	
  issue;	
  including	
  PowerPoints,	
  photographs,	
  
brochures.	
  These	
  brochures	
  were	
  created	
  to	
  be	
  distributed	
  at	
  the	
  students'	
  
presentation,	
  so	
  that	
  this	
  important	
  conservation	
  information	
  can	
  be	
  disseminated	
  
throughout	
  their	
  local	
  communities.	
  In	
  this	
  way	
  our	
  students	
  are	
  directly	
  
participating	
  in	
  the	
  creation	
  of	
  solutions,	
  engaging	
  them	
  in	
  global	
  citizenship	
  and	
  
responsibility.	
  Each	
  group	
  of	
  students	
  has	
  a	
  teacher	
  mentor	
  who	
  acts	
  as	
  a	
  facilitator	
  
and	
  resource	
  while	
  students	
  are	
  conducting	
  their	
  research.	
  Chosen	
  topics	
  have	
  
included:	
  decrease	
  in	
  the	
  bee	
  population,	
  lack	
  of	
  access	
  to	
  clean	
  drinking	
  water,	
  



global	
  pollution,	
  invasive	
  species	
  and	
  climate	
  change.	
  All	
  students	
  must	
  explain	
  
environmental	
  issues	
  through	
  their	
  culminating	
  projects	
  relating	
  to	
  the	
  units	
  of	
  
inquiry.	
  Wilton	
  Manors	
  interacts	
  with	
  other	
  schools	
  on	
  environmental	
  issues	
  
through	
  the	
  Becon	
  Learning	
  forum.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
C.	
  Field	
  Study	
  	
  
	
  
Students	
  study	
  their	
  environment	
  through	
  outdoor	
  investigations	
  both	
  on	
  and	
  off	
  
campus.	
  On	
  campus,	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  butterfly	
  garden	
  for	
  observation	
  and	
  each	
  grade	
  
level	
  has	
  a	
  garden	
  box	
  with	
  foliage	
  and	
  vegetables	
  grown	
  and	
  cared	
  for	
  by	
  students.	
  
Students	
  visited	
  Flamingo	
  Gardens,	
  a	
  local	
  natural	
  botanical	
  garden,	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  have	
  
real	
  life	
  encounters	
  with	
  native	
  plants	
  and	
  animals.	
  The	
  local	
  plants	
  on	
  site	
  include	
  
endangered,	
  and	
  uncommon	
  plants	
  that	
  are	
  no	
  longer	
  commonly	
  found	
  so	
  that	
  
students	
  may	
  understand	
  how	
  their	
  environment	
  has	
  changed	
  over	
  time.	
  This	
  site	
  
includes	
  a	
  final	
  learning	
  activity	
  in	
  which	
  students	
  plant	
  a	
  seedling	
  of	
  a	
  local	
  plant	
  
that	
  they	
  are	
  encouraged	
  to	
  plant	
  in	
  their	
  home	
  communities.	
  A	
  group	
  of	
  students	
  
visited	
  the	
  Historical	
  Society,	
  where	
  they	
  learned	
  how	
  the	
  Native	
  American	
  tribes	
  
used	
  their	
  surroundings	
  productively	
  and	
  respectfully.	
  At	
  this	
  location	
  the	
  students	
  
interacted	
  with	
  a	
  live	
  Zamia	
  Coontie	
  plant,	
  which	
  was	
  used	
  by	
  local	
  indigenous	
  
peoples	
  for	
  many	
  purposes.	
  Students	
  reflected	
  on	
  their	
  experience	
  with	
  the	
  rare	
  
plant	
  and	
  how	
  it	
  added	
  to	
  their	
  understanding	
  of	
  their	
  local	
  environment.	
  Students	
  
were	
  fortunate	
  to	
  visit	
  our	
  local	
  National	
  Park,	
  The	
  Everglades.	
  Through	
  this	
  off	
  
campus	
  experience,	
  students	
  observed	
  first	
  hand	
  how	
  climate	
  change	
  and	
  
development	
  have	
  impacted	
  this	
  delicate	
  environment.	
  Wilton	
  Manors	
  has	
  
completed	
  the	
  Schoolyard	
  Habitats	
  from	
  NWF	
  Eco-­‐Schools.	
  
	
  


























